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minister, local church, or any organization. They are intended for information and food for further thought.

One of the major topics today
among church leaders it how to be
relevant. This can translate into the
idea that we should have an under-
standing of our current culture so
that we can attract their attention,
enticing them to come to the place
we define as church. Be that a typi-
cal building, storefront, theater or
coffee shop: the idea is that we
desire to become appealing to the

world culture by becoming like them.

A recent Google of “relevant + church” produced
over 10M sites, each presenting some idea of being
relevant. In an attempt to become relevant, there
are those who are changing their dress code (you
can now come casual), style of music
(contemporary), lighting (dimmed or special ef-
fects), seating arraignment (tables & chairs), place
of meeting, how they do announcements, how they
give, or their leadership structure. Each is claiming
to present themselves in a way that their culture can
relate to. So with so many ideas and applications,
what does it mean to be relevant?

Let’s look at the word relevant; according to
Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary it has two
components:
 1. Relieving; lending aid or support.
 2. Bearing upon, or properly applying to, the
              case in hand; pertinent; applicable.

Jesus’ teaching was relevant because it challenged
the traditional religious paradigm of the Pharisees:
and gave hope to the drunkard, the harlot, social
outcasts and the common man. His ministry resonat-
ed with the people because it touched them where
they were living.

So being relevant is more than non-traditional deco-
rations, methods or structure: it is even more than
being about an individual’s eternal destiny. It is

presenting the message of our King and His kingdom
is such a way that we show how it can have a direct
impact upon the present situations of an individual’s
life

Regardless where we meet, structure, seating, light-
ing, music, decorations or any other “thing” we do:
A relevant church, it’s message and life, is to have
significant and demonstrable bearing on the
world/culture/community in which it is placed.

· What is the church? It is the body of Christ,
which consists of born again individuals.

· So… a relevant church is when we (YOU & I)
begin having a significant and demonstrable
bearing on OUR communities (personal, school,
work, neighbors), culture and world

· IF we are sons of God – exhibiting His nature,
we will act or do the things He did. Jesus came
preaching teaching and performing signs, won-
ders, healing all manner of disease and sick-
nesses.

Relevant is not about doing different - it is about
being different.

Food for thought
Am I being a relevant message to my community?

Martin Schmaltz, D.C.

You are receiving this ezine because of one of the following reasons:
· You have subscribed to our email list
· You have purchased the book Apostolic Authority
· You have communicated with me in regards to the book Apostolic

Authority or other aspects of spiritual   authority
· You are a friend of mine
If you desire not to receive future ezines, click here and type remove
in the subject line.

Is Your Relevance, Relevant?
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