
Chapter Five

HOW TO USE APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY

…because he spoke with authority. Luke 4:32 TEV

Apostolic authority is based on the apostelloo or sending
as a special envoy, or representative of Jesus Christ. It is
being endued with His power and authorized to use this
power according to His designated purpose. We are each
given a measure (metron) of rule, be it a particular geograph-
ical area, group of people or gifting, in which we are to
operate. The next obvious question would be: How are we to
exercise this authority we have been given?

Looking to Jesus as our example, we see how He operat-
ed in authority.  As the Apostle that was sent to a particular
place, He exercised spiritual authority by speaking. The mes-
sage that was declared was not of Himself, but from the one
who sent Him.
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Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up
the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he,
and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father
hath taught me, I speak these things. (John 8:28)

For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father
which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what
I should say, and what I should speak. (John 12:49)

And I know that his commandment is life everlast-
ing: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the
Father said unto me, so I speak. (John 12:50)

For I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send me. (John 17:8)

Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I
speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works. (John 14:10)

Jesus understood who had sent him, the purpose for
being sent, and the metron or area He was sent to. He exer-
cised the authority given to Him by speaking the will of the
one who sent Him.

Foundation of The Operation of Authority

The Word of God reveals that in the creation process,
authority was exercised by speaking. Seven times in Genesis
chapter one, it is recorded “God said” and following His
specific declarations; the words spoken came into existence.
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This exercise of authority by speaking resulted in the creation
of light, the atmosphere, continents, seas, sun, moon, stars
and the animals. All were in the mind and will of God, yet to
bring them into existence, He needed to speak. The authority
in God’s spoken word could not be ignored because of His
inherent power.

So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth
upon the earth. (Genesis 1:27-28)

In chapter one it was discussed that the purpose of Adam
being created in God’s image was to exercise dominion or
authority over creation. Adam was to use this authority to fill
the earth with the image and glory of God. To accomplish
this, God needed to give Adam the means to operate or
express this authority that he now possessed. One of the
unique characteristics of Adam, being made in the image of
God, was the ability to speak. Just as God spoke with a
purpose, Adam was given the power of speech to fulfill a
purpose. Adam was to exercise his authority by speaking to
God’s creation when the animals were brought to him to see
what he would call them.

And out of the ground the LORD God formed
every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air;
and brought them unto Adam to see what he would
call them: and whatsoever Adam called every
living creature, that was the name thereof.
(Genesis 2:19)
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Naming and Authority

The significance of this act is made clear with an exami-
nation of the biblical concept of naming. To be in the position
to name something signifies having authority or dominion
over it. Through the prophet Isaiah, God speaks to Israel, and
declares his sovereignty over them because he called them by
name: “But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O
Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art
mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) Holman Bible Dictionary states that:
“the act of naming implied the power of the namer over the
named.”

The most common word of the Old Testament translated
call or called is qara; it signifies the specification of a name,
which is frequently associated with the declaration of sover-
eignty over it. This is revealed in its first usage: "And God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night"
(Genesis 1:5). This is further shown in the Lord’s naming of
the stars in Psalms 147:4 and Isaiah 40:26 where “he calleth
them all by names.” For the Lord to call the name of a
particular part of creation or an individual was His way of
proclaiming ownership or lordship. This same power was
given to Adam when God brought the animals of creation to
be named.

In Genesis 2:19 when God brought the animals to Adam
to see what “he would call them,” the same word qara is
used. Here, the language reveals that Adam was exercising
authority in naming the animals, just as God named the light,
darkness and stars. According to Keil & Delitzsch Commen-
tary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, “by giving
them names, Adam was proving himself their Lord.” Vine's
Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words states; “God al-
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lowed Adam to ‘name’ the animals as a concrete demonstra-
tion of man's relative sovereignty over them. This act of
designated authority was brining them under the dominion of
Adam.”

The Scriptures further states in Genesis 2:19 that
“whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the
name there of.” The original word translated as “the name
there of” is shem, which according to Strong’s means: “a
definite and conspicuous position.” According to
Dictionary.com, the word definite is defined as; “clearly
defined or determined, having fixed limits.” Conspicuous
means being: “readily visible or observable.”  As Adam
named the animals he was clearly defining them, putting
them in an obvious fixed position in God’s order of creation.
This was just like God when He called the light by name.
Psalm 74:16 says that; “thou hast prepared the light and the
sun.” The word translated prepared means; “to be set up, to
be firmly established, to be fixed” (Thayer's). Vine’s further
clarifies the meaning of shem: “This root used concretely
connotes being firmly established, being firmly anchored and
being firm.” Today’s English Version of Psalms 74:16 makes
this meaning very clear; “you set the sun and the moon in
their places.” Therefore, this act of naming, performed by
both God and Adam, was a designating mark of the individu-
ality of each particular part of creation. Adam was speaking
the uniqueness of the animals, consequently, establishing
lordship over them by putting them in their specific place in
creation.

Adam’s Fall & The Restoration of Authority

From the beginning we see that God expressed His
power and authority by speaking. This ability to operate in
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authority was passed on to the one created in God’s image,
Adam. Unfortunately, due to Adams fall, he lost the ability to
exercise authority. Subsequently this inability has been
passed on to each generation of his descendants. For God to
fulfill His purpose of the earth being filled with His image
and glory, there necessitated a plan to restore man to a place
of authority. This was accomplished through the ministry of
Jesus Christ.

The restoration of authority began with the coming of
Jesus Christ. He was the manifest or revealed image of God,
and was sent as the Apostle to do the will of the one who sent
Him.  To accomplish this, the words that He spoke were not
His own, but the one who dwelt in Him (John 12:49, 14:10).
Once again we see the exercise of authority by speaking.

Jesus came as the Last Adam to restore what the first
Adam lost: authority and dominion. The transformation of
man’s fallen nature is essential for the restoration of authori-
ty.  The word of God tells us that; “as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly” (1 Corinthians 15:49). We are to “put on the new
man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him
that created him” (Colossians 3:10). Just as in our fallen and
unsaved nature, we bear the image of Adam; in our born
again nature, Jesus created the opportunity for us to bear His
image. Romans 8:29 states that: “For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son.” This is not to say that God has predetermined who
would be saved. However as an omniscient God we must
believe that He knows who would accept the grace provided
and become born again of the water and the spirit (John 3:5).
The Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is His death, burial and
resurrection, is applied to our lives when we repent and in
obedience are baptized in His name and by faith filled with
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His Spirit. These that were born again, He did predetermine
that they should be conformed to the image of his Son, Jesus.
The purpose of being born again is to renew us spiritually
after the image of the one who created us, restoring us to the
place of authority and dominion that was originally given to
Adam. What a wonderful revelation for each of us to know
that we have been chosen by God to bear His image. We have
been elected to walk in His authority and empowered to use
his dunamis to fulfill his purpose. He has clearly shown us
that to do this we must speak His will into existence.

The Faith of The Centurion

We return to the Centurion of Luke 7. How did he
exercise his authority? Was it by his physical ability or his
mental acuity? No. He exercised his authority by speaking.
Because he understood a higher authority set him in a specific
place, to perform the purpose of that authority, he was able to
speak with authority. His faith to speak was centered in the
power of the Roman government. It was based on his under-
standing that as the representative of Rome, he was supported
by the power of Rome and as long as he fulfilled the purpose
of Rome, he could speak commands with faith. In fact, that
was Jesus comment, that He had not see so great a faith. The
Centurion’s faith came not from knowing his purpose or
place, but from knowing who it was that sent him.  It is the
same in apostolic authority.  My faith is not in the authority I
am given, nor even in the miraculous results this authority
brings; apostolic authority ALWAYS returns my faith back
to the one who sent me, Jesus Christ.

48 Table Contents



How To Use Apostolic Authority

Speaking the Will of God

As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stew-
ards of the manifold grace of God. If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any
man minister, let him do it as of the ability which
God giveth: that God in all things may be glori-
fied through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter
4:10-11)

 Peter speaking of ministering with the gifts we each
have received states: “If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God;” (1 Peter 4:11). In this verse,  “the” is not in
the original text. Oracles is from logion, and means utterance.
The statement “of God” is from one word theos. Therefore
this statement could read: “if any man speak, let him speak as
utterance God, or as the utterance of God.” Peter is referenc-
ing that we have been given the ministry to speak the things
of God.

 In John chapter 17, there is a rich vein of truth in
reference to disciples receiving and speaking the Word of
God. Verse 18 has been discussed earlier; this is Jesus’
statement that in the same way He was sent into the world, He
was now sending His disciples into the world. This means in
the same manner He came speaking the Word of God, He was
now expecting the disciples to go and speak the Word of God.
The following verses clarify that we have been given His
words to go and speak:

For I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and have
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known surely that I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send me. (John 17:8)

I have given them thy word; and the world hath
hated them, because they are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world. (John 17:14)

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word;
(John 17:20)

Being sent as the Apostle, Jesus received the words to
speak from the one who sent Him. Subsequently, it is His
intention that we are to take these same words that He re-
ceived, and speak them to the world.  His prayer was for those
that would believe on Him through these words that were
spoken. We should begin to operate with faith, speaking the
will of God, knowing that it is His desire that it would impact
those who hear.

Power in the Word

 In their respective ministries, Jesus and the disciples
were seen declaring the will of God to situations they encoun-
tered. In ministering to the needs of individuals, they did not
pray and ask God to do what His word said was already
finished. The reason God’s word in creation was so powerful
resulting in what was spoken coming into existence, is be-
cause it was already accomplished in His mind.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1)

50 Table Contents



How To Use Apostolic Authority

 John 1:1 is a key to understanding the power of
speaking the will or word of God. Three times in this text the
word logos is translated Word and it is used 323 times in the
rest of the New Testament, many times in reference to what
Jesus was speaking. Strong’s defines logos as; “something
said, including the thought.”

· Vine’s state that logos is; “‘a word,’ as embodying a
conception or idea, denotes among its various mean-
ings, ‘a saying, statement or declaration,’ uttered” or
"the expression of thought."

· Vincent's Word Studies gives the following insight
into the meaning of logos; “It therefore signifies both
the outward form by which the inward thought is
expressed, and the inward thought itself.”

Logos is more than the act of vocalizing; it includes with
it the revelation of the thought or intent of the one speaking.
There cannot be a separation of the word spoken and the
essence or nature of the one speaking. In fact, the last part of
John 1:1 clearly shows this; “and the Word was God.” I
personally like how the Amplified Bible states it; “and the
Word was God Himself.” When “God said” it was not a mere
vocalizing of word, but it was a revealing of the mind of God.
He was speaking into tangible existence what had already
been accomplished in His mind.

When we speak the Word of God, we are speaking or
declaring what He has already accomplished in His mind.
When Jesus and the disciples spoke to situations, they de-
clared the existing spiritual truth to be real in the here and
now. Time and space prevents us here from examining every
miracle performed by the Lord, however if you will make it
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a point to examine each instance, you will see that Jesus
“just” spoke or declared the truth of the will of God. For three
and one half years the disciples watched His example, it was
natural for them to follow His pattern of ministry. Taking the
time to examine the miracles performed by the disciples will
reveal that they did not pray for God to do something, they
spoke the spiritual reality into existence. The disciples had
grasped the third principle of apostolic authority; by speaking
the will of God to the situations of life they encountered, they
exercised a bold faith to believe that what the Word of God
said, it meant.

Speaking The Will of God Now

When the disciples asked the Lord to show them how to
pray, Jesus gave them the principles to declare the will of
God. His response to their inquiry in Luke 11:2 was pray (or
speak this way):

· “thy kingdom come” – Young’s Literal Translations
says “thy reign come.” They were to pray or speak
the reign or dominion of the kingdom here and now.

· “thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” – they
were to speak His will, as it was performed in heav-
en, it should be performed here on earth.

     Speaking the will of God is declaring to the natural world
what has already been accomplished in the spirit realm.  In
Matthew 18:19 Jesus gave to Peter, as the representative of
the church, the keys to the authority of heaven. The Lord gave
instructions in the operation of this authority saying; “and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heav-
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en: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven.”

     When we examine other translations, we find that the Lord
was not allowing the use of this authority to bind or loose
whatever we desire, but to exercise this authority according
to His will. The Amplified Bibles states; “and whatever you
bind (declare to be improper and unlawful) on earth must be
what is already bound in heaven; and whatever you loose
(declare lawful) on earth must be what is already loosed in
heaven.” Young’s Literal Translations states: “whatever thou
mayest bind upon the earth shall be having been bound in the
heavens, and whatever thou mayest loose upon the earth shall
be having been loosed in the heavens.”

    The Bible Exposition Commentary has this to say about
Matthew 16:19; “The Greek verbs in Matt 16:19 are most
important. The Expanded Translation by Dr. Kenneth S.
Wuest reads: ‘And whatever you bind on earth [forbid to be
done], shall have been already bound .. in heaven; and
whatever you loose on earth [permit to be done), shall have
already been loosed in heaven.’ Jesus did not say that God
would obey what they did on earth, but that they should do on
earth whatever God had already willed. The church does not
get man's will done in heaven, it obeys God's will on earth.”
The authority we have been given, is not to speak our desires,
but is to declare the will of God that is already accomplished
in heaven.

So much could be written about the will of God that is
available for us to experience now. The Word of God con-
tains the mind of God toward His people, proclaiming the
power and privilege that they should walk with. His word has
promised power, healing, deliverance, miracles, transforma-
tion of the mind, peace, joy, strength, direction and much
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more. It is the Lord’s desire that we as His disciples speak the
will of His kingdom into the lives of individuals. In John
14:12, Jesus tells us that; “He that believeth on me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall
he do;” It is His desire that we minister in the same manner
as He did, as evidenced by His words in John 17:18: “As thou
hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into
the world.”

Summary

From the beginning, God exercised His authority by
speaking. The words that He spoke contained power because
they were already accomplished in His mind. The power to
speak with the same authority was given to Adam to exercise
the will of God. After the fall of Adam, Jesus restored this
right for His disciples. When we are born again, living in
submission to authority and we speak the will of God into
situations of life, we can expect there to be miraculous re-
sults. Just as Jesus was sent to exercise dominion and mani-
fest God, we as born again children of God have also been
sent. We exercise this same authority Jesus used when, by
faith, we speak the will of God.
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